Digital Poetry

Create a visual design using only text. Type communicates on different levels:  the content or the word’s written meaning, and visual impact, or the use of type as a design element. This assignment uses multiple layers. Think of the layers as a stack of transparent windows. The effects will be applied to one window only and do not affect any other window. 
Remember:  If Photoshop will not do what you want, you are probably on the wrong layer.

Step 1:  Find a piece of poetry, song lyrics or use original writing. Use about 8-12 lines of text. You will not have room for a whole song, so choose the most interesting part.  Use school appropriate lyrics only. Remember that school appropriate applies to more than just profanity.

Step 2:  Create a new document in Photoshop, 8 x 10 inches, with a resolution of 72 ppi.

Step 3:  Create a background using the gradient fill tool. (Right click on the paint bucket if the gradient tool is not showing). Be careful that you do not use so many colors that the text becomes unreadable.

Step 4:  Type your text, starting a new layer for each line. Click on the text tool again each time you want to start a new layer. This will allow you to modify each line of text individually. 

Step 5:  Modify lines by changing the size, angle, warp, color, font or opacity 

(how transparent it is).

To Warp Type:
1. Select a type layer. 
2. Select the type tool and click the warp button in the options bar.

Choose Layer > Type > Warp Text

Evaluation:

Gradient fill




5 pts.
One line of text on each layer

5 pts.
Change text size



5 pts.
Warp at least one line


5 pts.
Change color of at least one line

5 pts.
Change font on at least one line

5 pts.
Change the opacity



5 pts.
Use transform to change perspective
5 pts.

Obvious focal point



5 pts.

Overall unity/Readable


5 pts.






50 pts.

